THE   BISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

that the two faces are the same with just such changes
as manipulation would produce. Therefore he thinks
that the photograph may well be a fraud, but that this
by no means corroborates the rest of Mrs. White's
narrative, though it would shake our faith in the
character of Mr. and Mrs. Holmes as well as of Dr.
Child. But the character of physical mediums has
really only an indirect bearing upon the question of
the reality of their psychic powers, which should be
tested upon their own merits whether the individual
be saint or sinner.

Colonel Olcott's wise conclusion was that, as the
evidence was so conflicting, he would put it all to
one side and test the mediums in his own way with-
out reference to what was past. This he did in a
very convincing way, and it is impossible for anyone
who reads his investigation (" People From the
Other World," p. 460 and onwards) to deny that
he took every possible precaution against fraud.
The cabinet was netted at the sides so that no one
could enter as Mrs. White claimed to have done.
Mrs. Holmes was herself put into a bag which
tied round the neck and, as her husband was away,
she was confined to her own resources. Under
these circumstances numerous heads were formed,
some of which were semi-materialized, presenting a
somewhat terrible appearance. This may have been
done as a test, or it may have been that the long
contention had impaired the powers of the medium.
The faces were made to appear at a level which the
medium could in no case have reached. Dale Owen
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